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ALUMINA REFINERY (MITCHELL PLATEAU) AGREEMENT (TERMINATION) BILL 2015 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 16 September. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Minister for State Development) [10.04 am] — in reply: I understand 
opposition members have now completed their speeches in the second reading debate on the Alumina Refinery 
(Mitchell Plateau) Agreement (Termination) Bill 2015, and I will respond briefly. First, I thank the opposition 
for its support of this amendment bill to the state agreement. The Mitchell Plateau agreement is longstanding; it 
goes back to 1971, so it is 44 years old. This amendment to that agreement will basically terminate the state 
agreement, and what were mining leases on the Mitchell Plateau will also be extinguished and the land of the 
Mitchell Plateau will be included in the Kimberley national park. That is a very good outcome and reflects the 
high value that we as parliamentarians and the community at large place on the conservation of unique parts of 
our state. Indeed, during recent years the area of four marine parks and the expansion of the terrestrial parks 
within the Kimberley, has created some 50 000 square kilometres of marine and national parks. This will be the 
largest land park in Australia and the marine areas will be second only to the Great Barrier Reef. It is one of the 
great and significant achievements in this term of government that the Kimberley is protected. I know people 
will argue for further areas of protection. I guess there will be debates and discussions — 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Quality protections for inner sanction zones. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, but there will be more debate about the Kimberley and more claims for both 
expanded and, the member might say, quality zones. I think this government has already committed and spent 
around $80 million on the science and conservation of the Kimberley, so it has not been simply a matter of 
drawing lines on a map; it has been properly scientifically based and, of course, conscious of biodiversity and the 
conservation of unique and spectacular land and seascapes. 

The member for Cannington traced some of the history of the Mitchell Plateau agreement. Many of the 
agreements entered into in the 1960s and 1970s have underpinned the development of Western Australia, both 
through Pilbara iron ore, offshore oil and gas, and alumina projects in the south west and the like. That was 
a great formative period in the development of the resources industry. Today, while that tradition continues, 
there is a far greater recognition and emphasis on conservation, and this bill reflects that. 

The member for Gosnells also indicated his support; I appreciate that. He raised the issue of the 
Cape Bougainville mining leases. Both the Mitchell Plateau and Cape Bougainville leases were included within 
the Alumina Refinery (Mitchell Plateau) Agreement Act; however, the discussions and negotiations related only 
to the Mitchell Plateau. The Mitchell Plateau leases will cease, and that will go into the conservation estate. The 
leases that were under the agreement act relating to Cape Bougainville will continue under the mining legislation 
as mining leases and will be subject to the normal laws of the land. I do not anticipate any near-future proposal 
to mine those areas, but if the companies—that is, Rio Tinto and Alcoa—wish to do so at some stage, they would 
have to go through all the normal environmental mining processes. Indeed, I am sure there will be a debate at 
some stage as to whether that — 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Why not terminate them now as well? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is because that was not the negotiation. 

The question of the start of the negotiation was also raised. It was initiated by the Department of 
State Development and the conservation agencies within government. To their great credit, Rio Tinto and 
Alcoa agreed that they would surrender their mining leases over the Mitchell Plateau. The focus of these 
negotiations and this termination of the agreement was not Cape Bougainville—I do not rule that in or out for the 
future—but the Mitchell Plateau, which I think most people would concede is the most iconic part of the 
Kimberley. That is not to say that Cape Bougainville should or should not be mined; that is another issue for 
another day. But I am very pleased with this bill. 

Acknowledgement was made by members opposite of Sam Walsh; I agree with that acknowledgement. I actually 
have not been to the Mitchell Plateau, but Sam Walsh did look at that area during these negotiations and his 
words to me were that having looked at that area, it was clear that it should never be mined. He played a very 
responsible role in both Rio Tinto and Alcoa reaching that agreement. I acknowledge the appropriate position 
and support of the mining companies.  

The member for Cockburn had a theory that this legislation was the result of the controversy over 
James Price Point. It is an interesting theory but it is simply not true. This issue was quite independently 
assessed. It was not about the companies running shy of debates and protests at James Price Point. It was an 
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entirely independent action initiated by State Development, supported by the companies and now put into place 
by the termination of this agreement. There we have it. 

I thank members opposite for their support. It is a very significant addition to the conservation estate in 
Western Australia and it adds to the protection of the wilderness areas of the Kimberley. As I said, this 
government is very proud of what it has been able to achieve. I thank the companies; I thank the opposition; 
I thank State Development and the environmental agencies; and I thank the traditional owners of those areas, 
who have all been involved in this process. That is all I need to say. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr C.J. Barnett (Minister for State Development), and transmitted to the 
Council. 
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